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POETRY.
THE CII A PLET.

FBOM "tMII-AP- ! PALtAtll,"
Whilo tranche wqi )0Unj find blithe, ono day
tShu left her hlllo inuici tit piny

. To giiilicrflowtM unit IcafUti ytcen,
Wlmn from Ihe
Stepped loTtli a dnmo In Iloyitl iliesr,

Llku ioino 1'alry Queen.
Fhej;arcJ upon tlio wondering child,
G filed 011$ nml tons, ond blandly tmiled.

Then wound u duplet round hT linw j
11 A mntiy n Hpfing 'twill ihlnnni ind thine,"
tho nid, "O, tp)ilefli d.uijjtitrrinliifl,

Will (doom an tl ihina ns row I'
And niancho grow up, and nssho grew,
And learn, likn drop of lit in Jew

linn down her Illy checks, nml ho
Ptrnycd (omllioit whero tho moonlight cold
Lay trnnced on tilncln o dell, hchnld J

Tlio L'nnplet Mosiomcd benuteohsly I

And when hef bridegroom presied hot lip,
And kled away I ho chill ncllpaa

Which, liko h cloud o'er Summer boucri.
Ba oirnUrkod In mniden hfo
Jler jo.ir and harti(, then tho WIG)

Uphold tho hloisomt blow in flowers!
Bo, when, ns (lino gild brightly on,
Slio gntca ujwn hrr 1irt burn ion, -

Another emblem greeted her,
Tor now imall golden fruillmfi gloamctl
Amid thn tender fl inter, mid seeinod

To daily grow jet Imcllerl
Hut, nfter a rhrqnprcd year
Tim mnurneiB born her Itinera! bitr,

And then the Chuplet'j glory flrd.
It prow n mats of such wnn loaves
Ai droop nnd iliop In Autumn ce

It could not lite, and tho bo dendt
They laid it on hur iiighMilnck tomb,
lint lo, n mancl! All it bloom

Returned with ten fold bop.uty now,
tn flour nnd fruits pf hcuvtnly gold,
1 or, nb ! I'aiih's ryot might now hclitdd

That Chaplct on tin Angel'n brow !

MISCELLANEOUS.
STARVED IIOCIC.

Wo extract tlio following interesting Legend
from Mrs. Fuiuham's "Life m Prairie Land."

There is tho "Starved Hock ;" its frowninn-side-

overhanging tho quiet waters its half-nake- d snr-fa-

strewn wiih the bones of bravo men, tender
women, and helpless children! Tho storms of
near n century navo bleached and wasted them into
crumbling fragments ; for here, so long ar0, a band
of warriors, retreating with their wives nnd littlo
ones, touk refuge from tho'riuorc powerful enemies,
milium iu iiiuku uicir ueicnco good on the small
area, which could only be approached by ono nar-
row passage connecting it with tho main land.
Here they spent manny days, defying their besieg-
ers, ami laughing at their efforts to drive them from
their shelter. Food they had in plenty, nnd water
ran at the foot of their fort, two hundred nnd fifty
feet below them, which they raised in buckets at-
tached to bark ropes. Ono afternoon, however, a
bucket was let down, but when tho Indian would
draw it up, it was strangely light! Twice orthrico,
unvi u u iuw ieer, (ibiuiiiiiiuuikioiiiestream wondering that it did liot dip! At length
weary at being thus foiled, ho drew it haniIv''to
tho top of tho rock. Consternation seized eVcry

i i.. .iiuuaiuii i i iiu ropu nan uoen severed, and tno uucK-e- t
was gone I Tlio experiment was repeated at

point with the same result I Where now
was their hopo? Tho base of their rocky fortress
was surrounded by the canoes of their enemies I

If thoy remained, n death moro terrible than tho
tomahawks nnd scalping knives of their foes could
inflict, was beforo them. Vet, with their small
numbers, nnd their wives nnd children there', it
were madness to venture a sally. A council was
held, at which it is determined by tho warriors to

r await some iclaxalion on the part of their besieg-
ers, or some interposition of tho Great Spirit Tn
their behalf. Days passed in this fearful condition.
Mo'.hers with their nursing infants wcro famishing
of thirst. Their babes wcro stuning for tho food
which their exhausted systems could no longer fur-
nish! Strong warriors began to look ngliast, and
tremble, ns they walked about! Tho Groat Spirit
was ongry with them ; for clouds, charged with tho
blessing they so much craved, floated over them
nnd poured out their delicious treasures on the
senseless plains nnd woods around, but never llicio.
Tho clear river lay stretched for miles below them,
its waters glancing in tho sun, or maddening their
thirst moro fearfully when clouds darkened its
checkered surface, making them look still more
cool and inviting.. Nay, it run at their very feel.

, When tlio gusty night-win- d swept over it,thcy could
', hear the water faintly plash and chimo below, and

could almost in tiieir madness have prccipitiled
themselves into them, from tho fearful height, to
revel for onn brief moment in their nbundaiicc.
Sometimes, nt tho deepest hour of night, a vessel
would descend the rock, stealthily and slowly, that
no untoward contact might arouse their cruel watch-
ers, it" happily thoy slumbered. Hut vain and in-

furiating tho hopo and effort. It resulted only in
tho loss of the vessel, and tho more dreadful ag-
gravation of their sufferings, Tho terrible watch
was never relaxed for a moment of tho day or night,
and tho stern sufferer, at overv faiiure, could hear

' tho exulting laugh and fiorco congratulation of
thoso who had caused it. Then thoy would height-
en his ngonic3 by toying idly with tho water, ma-

king it splash and leap till tho victim could almost
seo tho light bubbles dancing on Its cool surface.
Some of tho feeblo women and children died. Hut
they could not bo buried. Their bodies wcro laid
decently away on the verge of tho reck, and then
tho friends sat down to wait until they should fol-

low !

Oh! v hat days anil nights tvero these. Mana-
cles on tho limbs of tho free, proud warrior, tho
lighted deathfiro, tho flashing tomahawk, would
have been his paradise, could ho have thrown him-
self upon them. To sit in misorablo inaction ail
tho day, ho was liko tho wind in swiftness and lovo

Hf of motion; to enduro tho raging torments of" thirst
nnd hunger (for the latter had tit length been rtd-d-

to their ) to see his wives and his
young wariiors sinking nnd dying around him ; to
mako trial nfter trial for their relief, each ending in
failure, moro exasperated than beforo was ono of
thoso fecrful conditions of human being, which oc-

cur but onco in tho history of age, and form in the
annals of nations tho proverbial evidences of bra-
very and fortitude, to which countless nges turn
back with pride and exultation.

At length, when tho exquisite torturo could bo
no longer homo, und tho prospect of an ignomini-
ous death by slow degrees was tho only certainty
befuro thorn, they determined on a saliy. Seizing
nil hour when thoso stationed on tho landward side
would least expect a movement nfler their long re-

pose, and causing their women and children to rcn- -

dor redoubled vigilance necessary at tho base ol" tho rock, they armed themselves, und strong in tho
fury which thoir feerful suffering had provoked,

silently from their retreat nnd loll on their
foes.

Tho contest that followed was bitter as Indian' hatred could mako it. It resulted in tho total touto
nnd deelruction of tho Illinois. Prom that day
they wcro no moro seen in council-hous- e or battle
field. Their name becamo exlinct or was borno
only by a low iniscmblo wanderers Irom tribo to
tribe. Their bones wcro left to crumble on the
field, and their onfeoblod women nnd children slain
within tho fortress, whence they watched tho fatal
struggle.

Such is tho legend of tho "Starved Kock!" It' is now, in these tamer days, a curious nnd inter-
esting object for visitors. Surrounded on three
sides by iho wntcrsof tho Illinois, it rears its frown-in- g

summit two hundred and fifty feet ubovo them.
Tho sides nro smooth in many places and overhang
tho base, looking into tho dark mirror below, ns
tranquilly ns if they had never lonnod an impas-sabl- o

barrier between mortal agony and all that
earth could nirord to relievo it. Tho summit of
tho rock is crowned with vegetation; rich grusses
and a light growth of young treca render its sur- -

faco n mora ngiccablo reatlng-plac- than when tho
wretched Indian pined and famished thcru in tho
noonday sun. From Its top Iteommnnds a view of
me river tor many inilos, tirokon only hero and
thnro by interposing trees or tho gigantic vegeta-
tion that crowds its bank. Ono cri.1 iinocma tho
unfurtunalo savaco Btalldlnir on it and looliino' out
upon thoio waters which his light canon had so
unuii mi iuu luniiiiu mm, wnn n (lo.spcrniiou nnu
ngony inai only tun strong prido ot Ins race could
prevent him from ultorinj in tonps of inexpressi-
ble nnguish. To mo it wns a thrilling and u fear-
till Kpot.

I'll 1 1 MEN InImTmooN.
it lias IrenucnlH' ucon n sulncct ot inmiirv

whethor tho inhabitants of tlio moon may over bo
discovered by tho inhabit int j of our globe? Not-
withstanding the impruv emonts that have brcn Hindu
fin toltecoprs in modern tmifie, wp Invo no oxpec-tntiu- m

tint bucIi u discovery will over bo made,
Eten the largo telescope lately constructed by tho
oarl ol Koasc, However diuinct nnd beautil
vinw li may cxiuui: " mo inoiintnin.i nnd vnloit.
rocks and caverns, on tlio lunar surface, will never
liQ.ablc to show us its inhab tants. oven 1 hov bad
hodios fivo hundred limes larger than those of tho
innauitanis ot hip cartii. i iiat telescopu Ins sel-
dom been used with noucra uxceoiliuir eihi linn.
urou unioa; um niuiougii a power ot two lliousan
nines comu uo put upon ii wltli distinctness, it
would rimko the moon nnnoar no nearer In us limn
one iiuuureu and twenty unios, nt wlucli distance a
irilg being, although a hundred feet high, could

ft- - uo beheld. Pur. with such
on' tho inoiin ono hundred and oiLrhtv-thre- o furl in
diameter only could bo perceived as" the smallest

ji juh. wu ougui 10 consider lliat
when vo view objects on the surface of tho moon,

u iiu uui iuv iiium in as wn vinw
obiejts on the surface of tho earth, but onlv iihlmn
u bird's eye view, as wo do objects on the surface
ui our kiouc, wncn viewed irom a ualloon suspend-
ed in tho atmosphere, in which case when wo look
down upon a irroun ol human beinirs. wo npmnivn
only the lenjt'li and breadth of their heads nnd
snouidcrs.

Thcro is a possibility, however, of tracius the on
orations of Hensitivo, or inlclli'iont homes, in iin
nnnr orb, althoU"h wo can never exncr.t in ir.im

iuu lonus or motions ol its iniiabitaiits. Were a
vast number of persons in different parts of the
worm 10 ueyoiu uicm-icivc- to a nocu i n- - curinv n
the moon were different portion-- of its il.
lotted to different individuals ns the object of their
particular research wcro nccnr.Uo observations
made, and frequently repeated, on every mountain,
hill, cavity, clilf, nnd plain, and every chan"0 nnd
modification in the particular spots nnd theirlncal-itie- s

carefully marked nnd ropresentcd in a series
of delineations it might lead to soma certain

both as to tho physical constitution of the
moon, and as to whether any of tho observed chan-
ges proceed from the operations of liviri" agents.
If an observer in tho moon, with such a "telescope
ns Sir John Ilerschors or that of tho Earl of Hosse,
had observed tho cilv of liibvlon it'll tin in mj
snlendor, and afterwards when reduced to a desert,
ns it now u, ho must have observed a clian"c in the
'"call,' ,vil0r0 tlmt c'ais city stood, indicative of

0Pe,l;aVons r 'I'tolhgont, or at least, of sori-i- -

"v. or living agent.. An. bad ho viewed tho for- -

rsts of America beforo civilized nations took nos.
sts-iio- of that country, and were he now to tako a
view of the Eastern States of North America, in
their present stato of civilization, nnd since tho great
citiri ol New York, lloston, nnd Philadelphia wcro
reared, a striking difference between tho present
nnd tho former state of that country would doubt-
less bo perceptible. Por, if an extent of only ono
hundred and cighly-thro- e feet, or sixty ono yards,
would bo preccptiblo by a telescope magnifying
two thousand times, much moro would tho extent
of it largo city, such as Now York, bo distinctly
VHiblens a prominent and well defined object.
No-- , if changes similar or analogous to these,
could be traced on tho surface of tho moon, it
woiiiu icau us to lurm. some certain conclusion in
relation to tho operations of intelligent agents, and
consequently that such beings actually cxnt on tho
lunar surface. Hut .such observations as thoso to
which we alludo would require not only to be spe-
cific and iiinutc, but also to bo continued for a
length of years perhaps a century or moro be-
fore any striking changes could bo expected to oc-
cur.

Dr. Olbcrs was fully of opinion, from tho obser-
vations ho had made, " that tho moon is inhabited
by rational creatures, nnd that its surface is moro
or loss covered with a vegetation not very dissimi-
lar to that of our earth." It has formed a subject
of speculation with some, whether it might bo pos-
sible to correspond with tho lunar inhabitants by
symbolical representations. If they bo mathemati-
cians, it hiia been conceived that the erection of

figures on some extensive plains on our
globo, on n scale of vnst extent, might bo recog-
nized by tho inhabitants of tho moon, as a signal
of correspondence, and that they might erect i:iiiii-la- r

figures in return. Hut it is highly questionable
whether tho design of fjjich figures would be ap-
preciated, or whether they would be vwiblc to tho
eyes of inhabitants. Many a look, wo may con-
ceive, will bo directed to our globo by the lunar in-

habitants, and much w mder will doubtless bo ex-

pressed at such a larg" .globo hanging i ver tiieir
heads, apparently immoveable, excepting a rotation
round its axis; nnd much speculation will, without
question tako place among them as to whether such
a globo ns ours bo inhabited. Hut it doe-- j not ap-
pear to bo the design of tho Creator, in tho mean-
time, that the inhabitants of our globo nnd thoso of
Iho moon should become acquainted, or tint any
direct correspondence should take placo between
different worlds. And therefore we must wnit with
patiuico till the scorn's of a future life shall unrav-
el the mysteries, nml dispel the daikness, winch
now hang over tho history, tho population, and tho
transactions of other worlds. Whatever may bo
tho peculiar circumstances of the beings tint peo-
ple other globes, wo know that they aro all under
the care and superintendence of IJiin who is infi-

nite in wisdom, power, and intelligence; whoso
"kingdom ruleth over all, and whoso louder mer-
cies aro over all his works.'' Solur Systtin.

A REMAKKAHLE DISCOVERY.
Professor Auklnnd, nt a meeting of tho Royal

Society, (tho Duko of Cambridgo in the clni-,- )

read a paper upon tho discovery ho had icccntly
made, which promises not to bo of any groat utili-
ty, but nt tlio B'lino timo will bo very ornamental,
and a source of great pleasure to many persons.
His experiments were mado upon what Linnnius
terms the Oiccan Noir, our common black-bir-

IIo took several ot thesu birds, (which were lialch-c- d

early in tho springj immediulely from tho shell
kept them in n well warmed apartment, and fed

them threu limes a day, upon different kinds of
liower faced, irom wlucli tlie busks liad been caro-ull-

picked. Tlio result was, each bird had the
plumage of tho flower that would have grown from
tho seed, if planted in the ground. This is a beau-
tiful rcscaich, and richly has tho learned Professor
been paid. IIo exhibited to Iho Royal Sociely sev-
eral specimens?. His Highness, tho Duko of Cam
bridge, immediately gao orders to tho keeper of
ma aviary, 10 inaKu experiments an un extensive
huale. Professor Auklnud's birds wcro sent by u

eciul express to tho Quotm.

I'ur.sniiVATio.N ot- - Tomato. Mr. R. H. Mor-re- ll

gives us tho following: "Tho tomato, winch
has come into univir-a- l use, and is deemed a lux-
ury by almost every one, may bo preserved for win-
ter uso in tho following maimer. When ripe, let
them bo prepared by flowing ns for tlio table, and
seasoned to tho liking ; put them in small jars (I
qusrt) with covers. Over the top put a picco of lin-

en or cotton cloth, which will cover on ; then put
into tho cavity melted mutton tallow, and keep them
in a cool and dry place in tho cellar until required
for uso ; thoy need only bo warmed to servo ihem
for tho table. I uso smill jars for Iho reason that
where e.po3cd to tho air they soon ferment.
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A Wont) to Oi'kicr Snr.Kens. Tho Wash
'"6" uorroiponuoni oi tno Jtostou l'urilnn gives
tho following encouraging information to ollico
sookcra :

Tlio Nnvy Department has nenrly thirty npplica- -
..u.ii. i,i uavu omco in us gut. a cinrK is employ-
ed, whoso whole business it is to indorse and file
thoio applications. You may judge somowlnt of
tlreir number. What is truo of this is t.no of ev-
ery .other Department of the General Government.
Over ono bundled applications aro undo, on an

for each vncancy. As soon us it is known
that a man is sick, his physician is consulted ns to
thoprobablo chanco or filling tho vacancy. A clerk
in the Post Ollico Department died a few weeks o

; his salary was from twelve to fifteen hundred
dollars per year; yet nil his furniture was mortgag-
ed, rnd his wife boirowod tho candlo with which'
sho wntched his couch. And many a one who has
coino from the South or West, or East, nnd Tailing
into tho extravagance and lashion of tho metropolis,
has been indobtcd lo his brother cleiks for his cof-
fin nnd shroud.

Lndiah Cakhs. Tako, nt night, one rjuarl of In-
dian meal, about' half toald with boiling wuter;
then cool it with cold water, so lis not to kill tlio
browors yeast, ono toa spoonful of which is to bo
ftirrcd in, with a of wheat flour, and a

of salt. Sufficient water must bo
put in to mako thir.lt bnttor, nnd loft to riso until
morning; then ndd snlorntus enough losnceteu the
mass. Two or three cgj.i, lioalon and stirred in, is
en improvement. Then Lake on a hot griddle, nnd
you havo breakfast cakes fit for Ojiecn Victoria.

i AKI'.S 'I WO TO MA K K A Sl.A.M-Knnil- . " My
dear friend, that man has been tulking about you
so again 11c Ins been telling some of the st

lies you ever heard. Why, he railed about
you lor an liour !"

" And you hoard it all, did you ?"'
" Yes."
" Well, nfler this, just bear in mind that it takes

two to mako a slanderer ono to tell and one to
listen to it."

Every difTcrcnccVif opinion ii not a difference of
principle.

Pursue tho plain path of probitv put in prac-
tice what you givo in precept.

VT. CENTRAL HAILIIOAD COMPANY.

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OP THE Di-
ll P.CTORS.

To the Stockholders of the Vermont Central Hail-roa-d

Vompnni :
Tun Hoard of Directors respectfully report, that

they commenced tlio business, of organization on
tho 'SM of July, 1815, and completed that part of
their duty by adopting copy of which
has been delivered to the clerk for tho uso of tho
Stockholder!!.

At that time, tlio amount of cafiital subscribed
was two millions, and the Hoard, under the author-
ity L'iven by the charter, resolved to inci-oas- tho
capital stock to three millions, at the same tirno
nninorizing tno Uooks to bo kept open, and appoint-
ing a coinmitteo with power to employ ugonts to
receive subscriptions in Vermont,. Until recently,
mo uommusioiiersol tlio iNortliorn llnilroa-- l in Now
York (from Lake Champlain to Ogdensbiirgh,) have
been in the Hoston market soliciting subscriptions
to tho stock of that company, and their success be-

ing denied of great importance to the interests of
tho Central road., byestablishing thus a connec-
tion between your road nnd tho great Northern
Lakes-- , it was determined by your Directors to leave
the field in Hostou, for a time, open to the friends
of tho Ugdousburgh road, and to refrain from so-

liciting additional subscriptions to tho block of tho
Central road. Tho Committee, appointed to receive
now; subscriptions in Vermont, did not think it
advisable to net until tho final location of tlio road
was definitely settled. these ZLb""cessions to tno stock within tlio voar Ii
i ii ., . . .. . riv? 1
iiirjio, nnu navecomo witnoui solicitation, It
us pleasure to report that tho Northern Railroad
Company-(i- New York,) was organized in Juno
last, under highlyavorablo nuspices, und tho way
may now bo considered us open for completing tho
subscriptions to the stock of the Central Railroad
Company.

At tho earliest period practicable, the Curps of
was organized under tlie direction ot e.

M. Pi:l,ton, Esq., of Charleston-)!- , Mass., and they
proceeded at once to make tho surveys required for
tho final locution of tlio road, and the letting of con-
tracts.

In view of tho probable extension of the road
from Hurlini'toH to Montreal nt an early period, it
hecaino necessary to examine tho country in that
direction, nnd so to locate tlio Ueutral road as to
intersect that lino at tlio best point, us well as to
meet tho Ogdensburgh roud. On tho SHth of Au-
gust last, an examination of this route was ordered
by tho Directors. Tlio results of this examination
wcro highly favorable. That section of Vermont
was found densely peopled, rich in agricultural und
mineral resources, und uffording rcmaikablo facili-

ties for the construction ot uro.nl, ns well us am-pl-

business to support it when built. Tlio Com-
mittee of this Hoard who visited Montreal, in

to extending this project to that place, re-

ceded strong assurances of a hearty
in Montreal and we confidently anticipate that
ero long this part of the enterprise will be happily
consummated. A distinct charter being preferred
by the friends of that road, ono was asked and ob-

tained from tho Legislature of Vermont ut their
last session, by tho utyluof "the I'trinonland Can-
ada Hailroad Company."

Notice was given, on tlio 1st of October last,
that tho Hoard would proceed on the Ititl) of that
month to locuto the road and that proposals for
grading would bo leceived from tho a.'ith of that
month until tho 5th of November. Tho Hoard met
on tho day proposed, and on tho Ictli of October
commenced malting tlio location, from a point near
Chase's Island in Windsor; und on tho lith of No-
vember they completed Ihe location as far us

with thu exception of the portion between
Montpelicr und Royalton, upon which portion there
were two lines, ono, known us "tho Gulf line,"
and the other us " tho Northfield line."

Tho Hoard did not feel authorized to net finullv
upon so important a question us tho location of
nearly one third ol their whole line, without tho
most mature deliberation ; and with this view, ex-
aminations weio made of both the rivul routes by
tho Engineers, und their reports were all in favor
of th ) NvrJ-rliul- louto. Hut such w aj tho inter-
est manifested by the people on the Gulf rotito
that tho Hoard ordered a moro critical survey of
thoso routes to be made ; und from tho most elub-rat- o

examinations by thu Engineers, nnd a second
report, tho conclusion was irresistible, that the
Northlicld route was tho truoronlo for the interest
of tho stockholders und of tho public, inasmuch us
that was a remarkably luvorablo route, prescntine
uo bad points, and the Gulf rotitu was extremely
difficult to construct, through the Gulf, and involv-
ing an enormous expenditure, to ensure a Bale and
permanent road, nt that point. Tho reports of tho
Engineer, upon the two surveys, aro herewith

from which it will bo seen, that the second
und most thorough survey (being conducted moro
in detail,) developed difficulties on tlio Gull route,
that the fust survey did not discover.

Tlio question ol theso rival routes having been
at last decided in fuvor of tho Norlhfield line, iho
Engineers proceeded to make tho final locations of
tho remaining pait of tho road, nnd it is believed
that no better route, in every respect, can bo found
in the country. Por thu character of tho route,
tho material und tho grades and curves, wo would
refer you to tho Engineer's report upon that sub-
ject, which is ulso lierewilh submitted.

Tho timo for icceivingproposuls for tho grading
of iho road huving expired, tho bids wero referred

In January lul, lh duty of lupeilnlcndli.g the bullJing of
tho load wui cunlided io J. C. Cm mm,', Hnimccl !r, I tl.
Ton continuing to act ai Coniultinj i:nginct.

am
JL

IU0NTPJ3LIER, THURSDAY,

to a Committoo of Ilia Hoard nnthofith ofNovom.
bor lost, with instruction's to obtain nil tlio inform-ntio- n

necessary to enable tho Hoard to mako tho
contracts ; ami for this purpose to recelvo propo-
sitions in rereronco thereto, nnd report fully to tho
Hoard. On tho Sfith of that month, tho Commit-
tee loportod the proposition of Si:wam, P. Hri,-k.vu- ",

an experienced' nnd successful contractor
for tho buih.ing of Now England Railroads. Un-d-

his pronontion, your Hoard believed that tho
work would bo performed, for a fair compensation,
in the manner nnd within the timo proscribed, nnd
without danger of incurring such delays anil diff-
iculties, as havo froauontly resulted either in post-
poning the compStion of works of this character

thus involving tlie luas of interest on capital in-
vested, alld tllO lo of tho limfiU wliir.li inifrlit linn
been earned by tho road-- or, in subjecting tho
companies to trrcat and niirnnnn,ihl,
supplying tho place of delinquent contractors.
this piopoiition was therefore accepted and a con-tra-

executed, whioh is herewith submitted for tho
information of tho Stockholders.

On tho ISlli of Decembor last, the first ground
was broken near Windsor, nnd (Vnni that
the work has proceeded, nt tho most difficult poinbi
of tho line, with ns much vigor ns circumstanced
would allow.

In consideration of Iho resoiim nf the Onlrnl
Company, of the efficient support which it cannot
Kin io coniiimim, arju tno importance to tho Stock-holde- rs

for their own nrolk nml in ilm nntilin Inr
thoir eonvrmeiipo, eft' securing nn early completion
of tho work of buildinir and furnishim? tho rond
so as to enable tho Ogdensburgh road to form a
cuiiiiuuuon wnn iio.non, nt as onrly a diy as e,

your Directors determined to put the en-
tire lino of tho road under contrast at once, nssoon
ns thu surveys would warrant them in so doing;
and tho Hoard also appointed Committees charged
with the duty of making nrrangemcnts for the nec-
essary supplies of iron tor tho road, and of engines
nnd cars.

Tho Coinmitteo in relation to iron havo made
some progress in negotiating for tho supply of

iron, upon satisfactory lorms, in season for
tho whole road : but they havo delayed final action,
until thoy should bo clothed with full powers for
making the necessary contract. In view of tho
present condition of the iron market and tho prob-abl- o

reduction of the price of ibis article, it is ap-
parent tint tho Company will not suffer by tho do-a- y.

Contracts havo boon mado with Messrs.
IltNCKt.r.v & Duunv to furnish ton engines of su-
perior workmanship for passengers and freight; and
Messrs. Davi.mort Ai Unmans are prepared to
build the passenger and freight cars, upon terms
which the Committee ennsidnr na nn.l
satisfactory thoy havo not, however, as yet, matu-
red a contract with them, but intend to do so at
an early day.

upon entering on the work in the valley of tho
lnooski river, it became aimarent tlmt ilm r,.pany would bo subiected

damages nnd tolls, so long as tlio Winooski Turn-pik- o
Company should remain in possession of. its

road. Hv tho nrovisoof tho8tli npiilnni....
U.T u, mis company, tno purchase of tho turnpike
was made imperative ; propositions from tho Turn-
pike Company wero therefore solicited, and rccoiv-c- p,

and on thu 1st of January last, tho turnpike
property oflho Central Company, for the

consideration nuncd in iho chatter. This turn-
pike is, at present, valuable property, and will,
uuiiuuuss, continue io no so until tho completion of
the Railroad. The contract for purchasu was sat-
isfactory to both parties, and will prove, us we

a very beneficial arrangement for the Stock-
holders ot this Company. - -

Upon application mado to two Judges of the Su-
preme Court, in February last, they appointed three
Commissioners, to nppraiso land damages ; and tlio
description of tho line having been recorded in the
town clerk's office", us required by the charter, tho
Comimsi'ionprs proL' .Mlnd to the of their
duties. Dilhcult, ns ouch a trust always must be,
it his been peculiarly so to them, inasmuch us this
i3 1,10 first c'""rPrise of the kin.d commenced in Ihe
Sta, of Vcr,,,01lt i tl Board, llnwpvpi-- . fnol infcli.
fied in repartin-r- , that.V..the Coninii SHioners ivnr
scorned to bo zealous to metu out justice to all par-J'o- s

a,Jnl,rau which must bo satisfactory to tho
landholders and to tho Company.

In conclusion, wo beg leave to remark, that
while numerous obstacles have nriscn. during the
past year, from opposing interests, and in soino in-
stances from local disaffection, your Hoard aro con-"Je-

that the Company has been strengthened,
and can now command, moro readily than cor,that support which the enterprise merits. Tho new
facts developed in tho discharge of our duties,
havo served to confirm our highest anticipations
of tho importance of tho road to iho largo terri-
tory with n is connected, and of the valuo
of its capital, to tho Stockholders, as an invest-
ment. The territory, within Vermont, which is to
furnish the way business of the road, is extensive
and populous; it possesses n soil, fertile to un

degree ; nnd lias umplo resources for
manufacturing upon its own ubumkiut water now-e- r,

nnd for supplying various materials nnd articles
of subsistence, to tho manufacturing establishments
of the several States with which it is speedily
to bo closely connected.

Upon the completion of thoso Railruads in Now
England, with which tho Central road will con-
nect, and which uro now in progress of comple-
tion, direct communication will bo furnished, for
Vermont and Northern Now York, through vari-
ous parts of New Hump-'hiiL-- , Massachusetts" Rhode
Island, and Connecticut, mid into Muino ; while,
for a large purtion of Vermont, the Central road
will also form a link in tho chain of direct com-
munication with the Middle and Southern States.
On the North, via Lake Chamnlnin nml ilm Xi
Johns RaiHnnd, the Central road will be connected,
as soon us finished, by stem, with Montreal ; and,
at no distant day, wo trust, in a constant and
speedier manner, by cars nud.ongines running up-
on tho Vermont and Canada Railroad. Afeans
will thus bo furnished, for transportation, direct
liom Hostou to Montreal ; indeed, wo should
rather say, for regular, ceitain, direct stoam com-
munication beUcen Groatllritnin and the capital
of her North American Colonies. Under a liberal
policy, between the governments of England and
the United States, such as seems probable to pre-
vail, the amount of transportation will not bo in-

considerable, and tho number of passengers must
bo large.

Those aro some of the favorable circumstances,
which, whilo they promise ample business for tho
road when built, furnish incentives to stiinulato
you to exert your energies, and to
heartily und efficiently with your executive- - offi-

cers, in tho prosecution of tho work to its emii-es- t,

thorough, completion.
Wo dnro not attempt to ostimato iho amount of

business which is to pour into tho capital of New
England, through the Central road, when it shall,
as it undoubtedly will, bo connected with Mon-
treal on the North, und Ogdensburgh on iho West.
A now outlet is thus toTio afforded on tho

for thoso productions which uro now being
gathered into tho Northern Lakes liom iho vast
und fertile lands which surround them. Huston,
os is well known, has the reputation of uffording
ono of tho bost markets in tho Union, for Iho
manufactures und tho agricultural products of our
own country mid tho productions ol foreign conn-ttie-

Whun onco a road, of such easy gradients
ami curvas, ns thoso of tho Vermont Central road,
shall havo been opened to' Lake Chauiplaiii, who
can properly ostimato tlio reciprocal benefits which
must result therefrom to the merchant of Hoton,
and to tho trader of Vermont? und, whenn con-
nection shall havo been established wjtli Ogdons-burg-

and thus with till those great Lakes which
wash tho nhores of seven States of this Union,
and Canada Went, who can culculato the effect
to bo produced upon tho trade of Hostou? Verily,
what tho Western Railroad would bo to Hostou,
wcro thero no Hudson river, and if tho Now
York roads carried freight nil thu year and paid
no tolls bticlf, we believe, will tho lino of Rail- -
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road, from Iloston to tho St. ISnwrenco, ho to tho
cnpital of Massachusetts, bringing flour from
Uovpland to Hostou nt less ratcsr via Ogdens-
burgh, than it can bo brought by tho present ar-
rangements io nny point on tho sen board. It will
thus bo found, that whilo this lino of roads is to
benefit both the producer nnd tho consumer di-
rectly, another nnd not loss important olfect, which
will result from tho completion of thu line, will bo
tho v.i3t increase thatjnust ensuo to tlio shipping
business of Hostou. Hy uniting tho St. Lawrence
nt Ogdensburgh nnd tlio same river at Montreal,
with tlio capital of New England, hy a common

nni' t'lcro connecting with tho lino of
iioyni rtiaii ritcainships.tlio Vermont Central Rail-
road, with its connections, is to become tlio grand
Illghtvay for froiL'htnnd fur hniinnaa nml
travel between iho mother country and our own,
nnd tho principal English Colonios of tho West-
ern world.

Por tho commercial yoar ending on tho ,10th of
June, Id 15, tho tonnage of vessels visiting United
States ports, oil thu trrent Nnrll
nearly rmo million tons for entrances, and tlio I
same for clearances; and it is worthy of remark, i

mat tno ports on La ko Ontario nnu 1iko Chain- -
iiu furnished more than nitie-tcntli- s of tho whole.
US is llotlbtluRS In ilm fnrl tli.il vpsaplq

from tho Upper themselves of tho
Wolland Canal, nnd thus leave thn railrnail nnd
canal at Hnffalo and pass to tho ports on Lake
Ontaiio, most convenient for forwarding their
cargoes. Tho samo roason3,-whic!- i now induce tlie
owners to bring tho vessels of tho Upper Lakes
into Lake Ontario, will, it would seem, induce
them to come to Ogdensburgh, tho moment that
the way i3 opon, from that point, to tlio Atlantic
at Ho3ton. Shippers will find tho stronsest in
ducement fortius course, in the fact that by the
Ogdcnsburg and Central roads, and others con-
nected therewith, transportation Irom Ogdensburgh
to Iloston can bo effected cheaper than from any
other point.

In this Important matter, without saying aught
to tho disparagement of existing roads, or to their
prospects l'or timo to come, wo can have no fears
as to the business of the Ogdensburgh and Cen
tral roans; and wo feel assured, that tho physi-
cal conformation oflho State of Vermont secures
advantages to the Central road, which must, ol
necessity, forever exclude successful rivalry with
it, lor tho immense business which is doing, and
to bo dono on a vastly extended scale, between
tho great West nnd tho city of Hostou.

In the language of our Consulting Engineer, wo
commend tho enterprise in which you arc embark-
ed, with frcsli confidence, to vour consideration
and support, "believing-tha- t such a road is requir-
ed by tho business of the country, and tho spirit
ot tno times. '

The financial affairs of the Company will bo
fully explained bv the report of tho Treasurer to
the Corporation.

All which is rcspecttuliy suoinlttod, uy
CHARLES PAINE,

ItROHEItT 0. SHAW,
JOHN PECK,
JACOB FORSTER, Directors.
JAMES It. LANGDON,
DANIEL BALDWIN,
SAMUEL S. LEWIS,

July 15, Je 1(5.

REPORT ON THE GULP AND NORTH-FIEL-

ROUTES,

s srn.MiTTi:i .ov. 0, 1815.
To tie Directors oj the Vermont Central Hailroad

Company :
Gr..Ti.i..MK.' : As the surveys nnd estimates of

the two routes called Iho Northfield and the Gulf
routes, being rival routes, on a portion of your road,
aro completed, with n sufficient degree of accuracy
to dctermino both the character and the cost ef
them. I now proceed toive you, somewhat in de-

tail, the cost of and permanent per
road, on each route, nnd such a description of them and
ns I have been able to gather, both Irom my own
observation nnd from the reports of the Engineers
whom I havo employed to mul o the surveys.

Preliminary surveys of tho two routes had been
made, by different Engineers, beforo nny examina-
tions were made by me ; but tho character of tho
lino, as surveyed upon either route, was not such
ns your interest required. The survoys of tho
Gulf route were superficial and erroneous, at the
most important points; in fact, tho Engineer em-
ployed by tho peoplo on that line, by a mere cyo
survey, subsequently corrected, in part, several
material errors. To

In addition to tho character of the lino by this
survey, tho ground it occupied was unsafe for tho
construction of a road, nnd tho plan of construct-
ion altogether inadmissablo, ns a brief description
of the Gulf will suffico to show. bo

The Gulf is a narrow pass, somo mile and a
half long, between the hills, which rise at the bot-
tom at an nnrrlo of about JO", to the height of from
100 to GOO feet. Tho hill sido3 nro composed of
caitn, termed ny tno decomposition ot slate stones,
and of masses of stone, which have tumbled down, to
from time to lime, from tho ledges above. These
ledges aro much steeper than 15s, and nro not
generally solid: in many of them fissures already
appear, and if tho ledges were disturbed by any soft
cause, largo masses would tumble down tlio the

into the bollom ofllio Gulf. There uro cracks
in tlio earth, and near the base of these ledges, it
which indicate that it has ulrcady started from its the
bed, und is held in its picsout position principally
by the roots of tiees growing upon it. Traces
of slides are distinctly visible down the hill sides;
one of w Inch wo followed to its source, and made this
a rough cstimato of tho cavity it occupied beforo
starting. The quantity that came down must havo
exceeded 2500 cubic yards. This slide occur iho
red, evidently, many years since, as thcro aro now
standing upon it trees ot quite a largo size.
Slides nro Jhblo to occur uirain from the struct
ure of tho sido hills ; thoy may not occur this
year or next, but the probability of their occur to
ronce would bo much increased oy disturbing tho
materials which now lio upon lite slopes. A areal of
many of tho trees nte ulroudy decayed upon tho
upper side, caused ny masses ot stono and ico will
fulling against them mul bruising off tho bark. Hy
Tint this falling of stono is ol recent dato, is
proved from the fact thattho bark of many of the
small trees is bruised olf, noar tho bottom oflho
upper side, Travellers nnd 6tage-driver- s toll of Hy
slides ol enow, nnd of largo masses ot ico having
tumbled down to tho button) of tho Gulf in tho
winter and spring. Under nil these circumstances,
I cannot hesitate to pronouueo the plan that has
ucen proposed, to build a lltulroad by cutting into
the steep sido slopes ol tho hill, altogether unsafe
und impracticable. Such a inodo of building
h ould cut off tho connection of tho roots, which
now hold tho slopes together, end loosen und dis-
turb tlio masses which lio, us it were, connected
with each other, and thoy would ho constantly
tumbling down into thu bed of tho Railroad, to
endanger the passago of trains. 'Again, tho ex-

periment of hanging up n Railroad, from 10 to
70 feet above tho foot of so steep a slope, would
ho nn extremely hazardous experiment. Tho whole 1

road would bo liable to slido down in tlio spring
oflho year, and whenever tho road bod is satur-
ated with water. I know not of an instance ly

whero such an experiment has been triod : nt nny on

rate, I would not advise tho trial to bo made, in
order to savo a few thousand dollars a year. It tho
would be assumiuir a fearful responsibility, sucl
as no man would bo justifiod in assuming.

Hy surveys made under my own direction, tho
dlstnnen frnni Ifnvnltnn In thn month nPDnrr llii-- -

cr, by tho way of Northfield, is 5 miles moro
man uy mo way ol tno iniu ; and tho cost ot
grading, masonry, bridging, iVc., on iho Northfield
route, by my ostinnto, will bo !)7 more
than tho preliminary ostininto on tlio samo routo.
I havo ostimated for a road of dilferont grades
and curves from that shown by tho uruliminarv
burvcys, for moro heavy and oxpensivo mason
ry, or mucn moro cniuaunment, and more rocK

curvr;ra
A cheaper road could to bSnibuU Ml.ftfc
it would bo one that, tho 0VlTo Sor tho spirit of the times would demand

Hy thp Guir route, the cost or grading,
and bridging from Royalton to lhabmfDog River, would ho 87fil,&7 Gl, or $112,8r3 43

moro than by tho preliminary surveys. Tho cost,
by tho preliminary surveys, I regard as altogether
inadequate. All tho items detailed in that survey
must ho greatly increased tojiuild a road on that
plain but I would not venturo to build a road,
as is proposed, through tho Gulf, because, for tho
reasons I havo heretofore civen. I should nni.
consider it safe.

Tho nlan nn whiph Ilm ntinvn noiimnina I...
cd, and by which a safe road can bo constructed,
'? ,t0, m01' ',"oro 1,10 valley, and avoid moro (ho
side which would bo liable to slido down, so
as to mai.otiio road.ns much as possible, an

and as distant na r,A.,it,in r,., ii,
slopes of tho hills, cutting into but fow point

in f ..,n rn tint enliil A ! ) I .lutiuiiii, i'tsmii, n iiuuu tno road on
tho eido hills, us wus proposed by the prelimin-
ary surveys, will require a curve, in turning tho
lull below tho mineral spring, inadmissablo with,
out very lioavy rock cuttings, very much beyond
tho amount estimated in tlio preliminary survoys.
A curve of et)0 foot radius was traced by Messrs.
Cami'iirll & Ciir.siitio', and it ran oft from tho
sulo lull into tlio low irround. A r.nrvn nf l.tnn
foel radius was traced by Messrs. Drown & Heck-wit- h

along the sido hill, as proposed in tho pre-
liminary surveys, nn: it ran into tho leduo. so
as to require about iiO.OOO yards of rock cutting.
A curve of about 710 feet radius would keep

side hill, without severe culling or filling;
but such a curvo would bo altogether inadmissa- -
ule, in so important a road, and at such a place,
being remote from any proposed depot, and on a
hoavy grade.

Tho case then stands thus i

Tho grading, masonry and bridging, hy Gulf route,
will cost, if safe und permanent, !J7G1,SG7 Gl

Tho samo items, on tho Northfield
route, will cost, 1G0,825 50

Difference in favor of iho North-fiel- d

route, 8301,013 H
Uut tho Northfield route will require

5.09 miles of track moro than tho
Gulf route, which wiP cost 50,900 00

Tho differenco of the road, with,
track complete, will be in favor of
tho Northlicld route, $253,M'J 1 1

The question that now presents itself is this :

how much moro would a road bo worth, through
tho Gulf, to the Company, than through Northlicld,
on the grodnd that both roads would bo equally
gootl, ns to material, whrn constructed? or, lit
other words, how much more would they havo to'
expend annually to maintain the Northlicld route ?

may ho summed up as follows :

To maintain 5.0'J miles of extra track, will cost,
por annum, .G,103 00

Cost of the Montpelicr branch, by tho
new survey, w Inch at (1

cent, perunnum, will be 1,G31 23
Tlio height to be overcome hy wny

of Northfield is UG feet more than
by wny of the Gulf; and an ad-

ditional locomotive power will bo
required sufficient to lift, the pas-
sengers nnd freight to that addi-
tional height, which will be, per
nnnum, about 1.200 00

Extra costof running and keeping in
repair the Alonlpelier uranch per
annum, 1,000 00

S9.012 23
To produce which, at all interest of G per cent

nnnum, would require a capital of 8 liV,73, 8 1 ;
this deducted from tho nbovo $253,142

will givo $57,433 31 in favor of the Northfield
route, when all the items uro taken into consid-
eration. All of which induco me, as an Engi-
neer, to report in favor of the Northfield ronto.

Rospcctlully submitted, bv
SAMUEL M. PELTON, Engineer.

November G, 1815.

PINAL REPORT ON THE NORTHFIELD
AND GULF ROUTES.

stinMiTTr.n to Tin: nirtcuToit!', jax. ic, istc.
the Directors o the Vermont Central Hailroad
Company :

Gi:mti.i:jh:m: At your request, I have
the Gulf and Northfield routes, and caus-

ed thorough surveys, by competent Engineers, to
made, of all those parts about which there

existed any doubu in my own mind.
Arany improvements nnd alterations havo bcert

mado orr both lines. Tho expenso of construc-
tion, on tho Gulf route, was diminished, except-
ing in the immediate vicinity of tho Gulf itself.
where a morn minute examination developed facts

exist which were not considered in tlio former
estimates, which liicls- render it necessary to
grcaly increase the estimates in the Gulf. Theso
fucLs wero tho existence of a deep bed of mud, or

material, in tlio bottom of tho Gulf, nnd nbovo
Gulf, by tho settl'ugof which tho quantity of

embankment would bo greatly increased ; and as
is necessary to go down to a solid bottom for

foundations of tlio masonry, tbij item wis of
necessity greatly increased, tho soft material be-

ing from ten to twentyTeet deep whero tho heavy
masonry occurs. To put in tho foundations of

masonry, tho mud must be excavated to tho
bottom, and either horse power or steam power
resorted to, to keep tho pit clear of water, whilo

work is going on, an item which was not
considered ut all, in any former estimate. Tho
mud at the pond, on the upper ond of tho Gulf,
was found to bo very deep; and it also became
necessary to raise tho grades for about ono mile,

45 feet per mile, a grado of 10 feet per mifct
carrying tho bed of tho road below the suifaco

tho mud, and requiring much rooj excavation
under wuter: nnd 1 am not certain that even this

bo enough to get over the difficulty thero.
the now survoys, tho cost of the Gulf routo,

including superstructure, but not including land
damages, or other damages, is ostimated ut

$J,3C0,3ol 17
the samo surveys, tho cost of

tho Northfield routo is estimated
nt $1)12,203 01

Add cost of branch to
Montpelicr, estima-
ted same us before,
tho the cost might
bo less, as tho brid-

ging would bo much
reduced, if a routo
canbufouifll on tho
north sido of Onion
River, 27,237 33 $939,500 37

Differenco in favor of Northfield route, $ 120,853 80
Dillerenco in dislanco in fuvor ot tho Gulf route,

0 miles.

Under nil thoso circumstancos, I am still stronrr- -
of opinion that tho road should bo constructed
tho Northfield route.

I cannot close this report, without alluding to
very valuable services rendered, on these sur

voys, hy iik.mu' It, Camimikm., Lsq., of Philadel
phia, uy his energy und good judgment, w o havo
been ablo to accomplish, in r, a task
which would bo dill'ucidt oven nt tlio most fa- -
vomblo season of tho vcar. His services wcro
considered of great importance, as ho was an En
gineer oi groat experience, und in no ways con-
nected with tho work, nnd did not intoinl to bo
oniploycd in tho construction of tho road.

Respectfully submitted, by
SAMUEL M. PELTON,

Engineer Vermont Central Railroad.
January 1G, 16 IG.


